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Abstract. The global warming issue has reached an alarming level due to the con-
tinuous increase of CO2 and other greenhouse gas emissions. They are released
into the atmosphere due to anthropogenic activities and contributions from many
industries that employ coal, fuel oil, and natural gas. To achieve environmentally
friendly and sustainable conditions, CO2 capture is important. This article starts
by discussing the comparison of several methods in CO2 capture, continues with
the performance of CO2 capture in microalgae bioreactor (photo-bioreactor), and
closed with the prospect of membrane integration in photo-bioreactor. There are
physical, chemical, and biological methods for capturing CO2. Physical method
leads to expensive processes and chemical method leads to producing chemical
waste. Biological method using microalgae is considered attractive and several
factors affected the capture process, i.e. temperature, pH, light intensity, microal-
gae strain, types of bioreactor, CO2 and toxic substances concentration (SO2
and NOx), and illumination cycle. This article discloses that airlift and flat panel
photo-bioreactors are promising for CO2 capture because of their high volumet-
ric productivity, high photosynthetic efficiency, high gas transfer, and uniform
mixing. Furthermore, membrane integration in photo-bioreactors increases the
capture efficiency as it can produce fine bubbles for better CO2 mass transfer into
the medium. Therefore, microalgae cultivation combine with membrane process
has a potential prospect for environmental remediation while producing valuable
products from microalgae.

Keywords: CO2 capture · Global warming ·Membrane ·Microalgae ·
Photo-bioreactor

1 Introduction

The CO2 emissions have led to global warming and climate change [1–6]. As much as
87% of all human-produced CO2 emissions derive from coal (43%), natural gas (36%),
and fuel oil (27%). The other is from oceans, soils, plants, animals, volcanoes, and
biodegradation of organic wastes [1]. Normally, flue gas from industrial areas contains
10–15% of CO2.Meanwhile, CO2 concentration in the air is only 300–600 ppm, with an
average of 400 ppm [7]. Consequently, CO2 in the flue gas should be processed before

© The Author(s) 2023
T. D. Larasati et al. (Eds.): ICTROPS 2022, ABSR 31, pp. 335–350, 2023.
https://doi.org/10.2991/978-94-6463-180-7_36

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.2991/978-94-6463-180-7_36&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.2991/978-94-6463-180-7_36


336 S. Steven

Table 1. The maximum concentration of CO2 and SO2 emission from different [7–10]

Specifications CO2 (%) SO2 (ppm)

Natural gas 11.8–11.9 200–1000

Propane 13.8 –

Butane 14.1 –

Fuel oil 15.4–16.5 14000–16000

Coal 11.8–19.2 340–400

Coke 20.1–20.6 –

Liquid gas 13.9 –

Waste incinerator 6–12 200–1500

Town gas (metropolitan) 11.6–13.0 100–500

Coal industries 11.8–12.4 399.3–450.5

releasing it into the atmosphere. Table 1 shows the maximum concentration of CO2 and
SO2 from several sources.

The potential and attractive route for capturing it is usingmicroalgae. Generally, 1 kg
of microalgae can utilize 1.83 kg CO2 from flue gas [11]. Microalgae are photosynthetic
microorganisms that utilize CO2 as their carbon source [12]. Microalgae are widely
applied in aquaculture, pharmaceutical, energy, and environment sectors. In the aqua-
culture sector, microalgae are often applied as live feed for fish, shrimp, zooplankton,
rotifers, and artemia. In the pharmaceutical sector, microalgae from Spirulina is used as
health supplements and cosmetics due to its high protein [13].

Besides, microalgae have been recognized as a promising alternative rawmaterial for
biofuel production. Nevertheless, uneconomical and inefficient methods in large-scale
cultivation and harvesting become a major drawback [14–16]. Mostly, existing microal-
gae production uses centrifugation for harvesting which is energy-intensive because
occupies a major fraction of the total production energy demand [17]. Another chal-
lenge is the low concentration of microalgae in the culture medium of only 0.5–2 g/L
[15]. Interestingly,membrane integration in the bioreactor to cultivatemicroalgae has the
potential to overcome those problems [18]. According to the aforementioned description,
it is then interesting to discuss the carbon capture technology using microalgae. This
article starts with comparison of several methods in CO2 capture, performance of CO2
capture in photo-bioreactor, and prospect of membrane integration in photo-bioreactor.

2 Methods

There are several methods for capturing CO2 such as chemical, physical, biological,
physicochemical, and combination of each other. Their advantages and disadvantages are
outlined inTable 2. In chemicalmethod,CO2 is capturedbywet scrubber technologywith
water or amine-based solvent. Lime is usually added to augment the CO2 solubility in
water and the solvent should be regenerated to reduce the operational cost. The treatment
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of chemicals also becomes a major concern because they cannot easily dispose of in the
environment. They should be neutralized and the cost is relatively high. In physical
method, activated carbon is the common treatment for flue gas. The capturing efficiency
can be up to 95%, but the process is somewhat expensive. Cryogenic technology can
also capture CO2 but require a tremendous-cost process and need a high mechanical
strength of materials [19].

Other than that, there are many methods in biological treatment for CO2 capture
such as bio-trickling filter, bio-filtration, bio-scrubber, bioreactor, and raceway pond.
In attached growth bioreactor or bio-trickling filter, microalgae are grown only on the
surface of the attached media (e.g. sand, rock, and bed) forming flocs and are then

Table 2. Comparison of several methods in CO2 capture

Methods Advantages Disadvantages Capturing
Efficiency (%)

References

Chemical Chemical
absorption (wet
scrubber)

High performance Need high energy
for recovering
CO2

60–95 Palmeri et al.,
2008; Wang et al.,
2004; Yang et al.,
2008; Goli et al.,
2016

Propane Chemical packed
bed scrubber

Physical Physical
adsorption (active
carbon)

Easy to operate and
no need chemical

Need high energy
when recycling
adsorbent

55–92 Yang et al., 2008;
Rege et al., 2000;
Wang and Lee,
2009

Fuel oil Filtration Cake deposition 14000–16000

Coal Cryogenic Very high
performance

Very expensive >99 Hart and
Gnanendran, 2009;
White et al., 2009;
and Goli et al.,
2016

Biological Photo-bioreactor High doubling time Contamination
may occur

90–95 Powell and Qiao,
2006; Goli et al.,
2016

Liquid gas Raceway pond

Physicochemical Membrane
bioreactor

Flexible, and easy
to operate and
scale up in
multi-stage

Low selectivity at
higher
permeability

50–90 Merel et al., 2006;
Paranjape et al.,
1998; Stewart and
Hessami, 2005;
Powell and Qiao,
2006

Combination Very high
performance

High cost >90 Rege et al., 2000;
Powell and Qiao,
2006; Goli et al.,
2016

Chemical Chemical
absorption (wet
scrubber)

High performance Need high energy
for recovering
CO2

60–95 Palmeri et al.,
2008; Wang et al.,
2004; Yang et al.,
2008; Goli et al.,
2016
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aggregated to biofilm. The transport process involved is the transference of CO2 into
the liquid phase (external diffusion), adsorption into the microalgae biofilm (internal
diffusion), and usage of the CO2 by microalgae biofilm. Meanwhile, bio-scrubber is
well-known as an effective and efficient gas phase treatment, but it is expensive and can
produce chemical wastes. The photo-bioreactor is a highly efficient biological method
for treating flue gas. The CO2 fixation process consists of the following phase: the
transference of CO2 into the aqueous phase (external diffusion), diffusion of CO2 into
the cell (internal diffusion), and CO2 fixation within the cell which is used for its growth.

Compare to terrestrial C3 plants, microalgae are more productive in CO2 capture.
Other advantages of using microalgae are given in Table 3. The CO2 capture using
microalgae has a potency for producing many valuable products such as bioethanol,
food & feed, biopolymer, bio-fertilizer, biogas, and biodiesel. Bioethanol is produced
from microalgae cultivation and can be refined to fuel-grade ethanol. Industries are
prohibited to co-fire microalgae with coal because it contains proteins that produce
NOx [20]. Meanwhile, the co-processing of dilute microalgae with wastewater treatment
plants (WWTP) or chemical waste adsorption is promising.

The concentrated microalgae can be used to produce food & feed employing single-
cell proteins, biopolymer, and bio-fertilizer. Concentrated microalgae are also applied
as a substrate for producing raw biogas by anaerobic digestion. Subsequently, the raw
biogas is then sweetened to form bio-methane and then CO2 is recycled back as a
microalgae carbon source. Additionally, the high-contained saturated and unsaturated
lipids in microalgae are suitable for biodiesel feedstock. The routes for microalgae
utilization are depicted in Fig. 1.

Table 3. Advantages of microalgae over terrestrial C3 plant

Factors Microalgae Terrestrial C3 Plant References

Response to Climatic
Change

Fast Slow Mata et al., 2010 [21]

Competition to agricultural
food production

No Yes Radakovits et al., 2009 [22]

Photon conversion
efficiency

8–10% 0.5% Aresta et al., 2005; Sharma
et al., 2011 [23, 24]

CO2 Bio-fixation
Efficiency

High Low Kumar et al., 2011 [25]

Growth rate Rapid Slow Greenwell et al., 2010; Mata
et al., 2010 [14, 21]

Production and Harvesting Annual Seasonal Kumar et al., 2011 [25]

Scale up Easier Complex Clarens et al., 2010 [26]

Cultivation costs Low High Kumar et al., 2011 [25]
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Fig. 1. Routes of microalgae utilization

3 Results and Discussion

3.1 Factors Affecting CO2 Capture Performance in Photo-bioreactor

Many factors affect CO2 capture using photo-bioreactor, such asmicroalgae strain, types
of photo-bioreactors, nutrition concentration in themedium, CO2 concentration, temper-
ature, pH, light, and the presence of toxic gas. In a multi-step process of photosynthesis,
microalgae fix CO2 in the atmosphere using light and convert it to biomass cells and
biomolecular products (lipids, amino acids, carbohydrates, and other metabolites).

Photo-bioreactor
Two major techniques in cultivating microalgae are open ponding and closed system.
The principle is to achieve a high surface area per volume to provide more surface area
for light penetration and CO2 transfer. Open ponding is the most commonly applied
for large-scale microalgae cultivation due to its low cost and ease of operation and
maintenance. However, requiring large areas, high risk of contamination, evaporative
water loss phenomenon, and difficulty to control become disadvantages. Closed system
cultivation has been studied due to the ease of regulating microalgae growth and can
achieve high photosynthetic efficiency as well as biomass production compared to open
ponding. It is widely used for pharmaceutical purposes or highly selective products
application. In airlift photo-bioreactor, the liquid volume is separated into two connected
zones by baffles. It gave the most fixation efficiency due to its relatively better mass
transfer and circulation.

The diverse types of photo-bioreactor have affected the productivity of biomass
production and the efficiency of CO2 capture. There is a raceway pondwheremicroalgae
were grown in a pond that looks like a race track equipped with paddle wheel agitation.
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It is the most commonly used for large-scale microalgae cultivation due to its cost-
effectiveness. These ponds are designed in such a way that two trenches are dug in the
ground, forming a rectangular raceway, and the water flows in a circular motion around
the pond like a race track.

Stirred tank photo-bioreactor is a conventional bioreactor that is equipped with
mechanical agitation with different shapes and sizes of the impeller. The baffle is usually
used to avoid vortex. Air containing CO2 is sparged from the bottom of the reactor. Its
disadvantages are high shear stress and low surface area to volume ratio so it decreases
CO2 capture efficiency. The illumination uses a fluorescent lamp or optic fiber, but optic
fiber has some disadvantages because of its hindrance in mixing patterns.

Vertical tubular photo-bioreactor is a vertical tubing reactor made of transparent
material to allow light penetration. The diffuser is attached below the reactor. This
bioreactor is divided into bubble column and airlift types. The biomass productivity of
microalgae cultivated in a column airlift photo-bioreactor was 15–36% higher than in
a conventional one due to a more uniform mixing [27]. On the other hand, horizontal
tubular photo-bioreactor is similar to vertical one and usually has an inclined area toward
the sun and resulting in high volumetric productivity and high photosynthetic efficiency
[28]. Other than that, helical type photo-bioreactor consists of coiled transparent and
degassing unit. A centrifugal pump is used to flow the culture along the tube, but fouling
inside the reactor may happen.

Flat panel photo-bioreactor has a cuboidal shape with a minimal light path. The
material is also transparent and has a high surface area-to-volume ratio. Aeration is
facilitated by bubbling from one side of the reactor. Usually, the transparent cooling
jacket was installed on the front illuminated side to control the temperature of the culture
broth. Microalgae productivity is 1.7 higher than tubular photo-bioreactor [29]. Bag
photo-bioreactor is widely used for lab-scale microalgae semi-continuous production.

There is also an integration of membrane into the airlift or tubular photo-bioreactor
to produce fine bubbles for better CO2 mass transfer into the medium. This is usually
called membrane photo-bioreactor which has advantages comprising easy to install,
high CO2 distribution, and prevent O2 build-up. The membrane should have resistant
to alkaline and acidic conditions and have low fouling potential. Also, low porosity of
membrane generates microbubbles which provide better CO2 mass transfer, resulting in
a higher CO2 fixation rate. The advantages and disadvantages of several bioreactors are
described in Table 4.

Microalgae Strain and Cell Density
For better cultivation performance, themicroalgae strain should have high sinking capac-
ity and high tolerance to hydrodynamic stress and toxic substances. Productivity and light
utilization efficiency are the functions of cell density. Thus, it is very important to select
the optimum cell density in order to achieve a high CO2 capture efficiency. Below the
optimum cell density, not all the light is utilized. Above the optimum cell density, each
cell does not get sufficient light due to self-shading. However, high cell density makes
microalgae more tolerant to high CO2 concentrations.

Nutrients and Toxic Substances
Carbon, nitrogen, and phosphor are the three essential nutrients for microalgae growth.
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Table 4. Comparison of different photo-bioreactors

Photo-bioreactor
Types

Advantages Disadvantages References

Bubble Column High CO2 fixation
efficiency and biomass
productivity; Simple to
operate and easy to
control nutrients, light,
and CO2 concentration;
Low cooling
requirement; Zero
waste process; Almost
all pollutants capable of
removed; Effective
light use

Expensive for large
cultivation and
production; High
pressure drop; High
costs; Problem was
found in treating acidic
gas

Sen, 2012; Fulazzaky
et al., 2014; Carvalho
and Malcata, 2001;
Klinthong et al., 2015

Vertical Tubular Compact; High mass
transfer; Good mixing;
Low energy
consumption; Easy to
scale up and sterilized;
Recommended for
immobilized
microalgae growth;
Low photo-inhibition
and photo-oxidation;
Excellent temperature
control

Small illumination
surface area; difficult to
construct; expensive
compared to open
ponding; Tend to foul

Powell and Qiao,
2006; Merel et al.,
2006; Goli et al., 2016;
Klinthong et al., 2015

Flat Panel Broad illumination
surface area; Suitable
for outdoor microalgae
cultivation; Excellent
temperature control;
Recommended for
immobilized
microalgae growth;
High CO2 fixation rate;
Low-cost operation;
Easy to clean; Low
oxygen build-up; Low
cooling requirement;
High gas transfer
coefficient

Difficult to scale up and
control the
temperature; high
hydrodynamic stress

Paranjape et al., 1998;
Stewart and Hessami,
2005; Sen, 2012;
Fulazzaky et al., 2014

(continued)
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Table 4. (continued)

Photo-bioreactor
Types

Advantages Disadvantages References

Airlift Good light use;
High-temperature
control; High mass
transfer coefficient;
Low hydrodynamic
stress

Difficult to scale up Sen, 2012; Klinthong
et al., 2015

Horizontal
Tubular

Broad illumination
surface area; Suitable
for outdoor microalgae
cultivation; Easy to
scale up; High CO2
fixation rate; Low-cost
operation; Excellent
temperature control

High pH gradient;
fouling phenomenon;
Require large land area

Brennan and Owende,
2010; Klinthong et al.,
2015

Raceway Pond Low investment; High
efficiency; Zero waste
process; Effective for
large-scale microalgae
cultivation and
production; Require
natural mass transfer
mechanism

Require enormous land
area; Difficult to
operate and control
cultivation conditions;
Uncontrolled and
unwanted other species
growth occur; Limited
CO2 mass transfer;
Low productivity;
Reduced light intensity
with increased depth

Paranjape et al., 1998;
Stewart and Hessami,
2005; Powell and
Qiao, 2006

Bio-trickling
Filter

Low cost and simple
operation; No
inoculation needed;
Almost all pollutants
capable to removed

High-pressure drop;
Plugging, drying, and
channeling

Carvalho and Malcata,
2001 and Brennan and
Owende, 2010

Bio-scrubber No plugging, no drying,
and no channeling

Expensive and complex
operation; Produce
wastewater

Sen, 2012; Fulazzaky
et al., 2014

Suspended
Growth

Easy to control biomass
and nutrient; Zero
waste process

High pressure drop;
Plugging, drying, and
channeling; Complex
operation

Yen et al., 2014; Goli
et al., 2016
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Typically, Chlorella sp. And Scendesmus sp. Are the most notable microalgae in assim-
ilating those nutrients in the wastewaters to produce high biomass yield. Also, there are
some toxic substances for microalgae: SO2 andNOx. Both gases are sour and cultivating
acidophilic microalgae can be a prospect. 150 ppm SO2 condition is the maximum con-
centration for microalgae cultivation. Microalgae can tolerate high concentration which
is up to 300 ppm of NOx because NOx is not directly inhibiting its growth.

CO2 Concentration, pH, and Temperature
Nannochloropsis sp. Strains were able to grow when SOx concentration was below
50 ppm. Also, NO2 and NO are typically found in industrial flue gas in the range of 5–
10%v/v and 90–95%v/v. NO concentration of below 300 ppm did not show any negative
effect on microalgae growth. NOx is used as a nutrient for microalgae during CO2
capture. For producing high lipid yield from microalgae, the nutrient must have less
nitrogen source to inhibit the carbohydrates and proteins metabolism.

In an aqueous environment, dissolvedCO2 always exist in the equilibriumofHCO3-,
H2CO3, and CO32- which depends on pH and temperature. The optimal pH for microal-
gae growth ranges from 6.8–9.0. The pH of the culture medium is very influenced by
dissolved CO2 and SO2 from the flue gas. Low pH will inhibit the CO2 capture process
and medium supplemented with buffer solution can overcome this. The preadaptation
of cells with a lower percentage of CO2 concentration leads to the tolerability of cells
with a higher percentage of CO2. The excess CO2 increased photosynthetic activity
and phototrophic biomass production but blocked the production of metabolites (Maeda
et al., 1995). The growth rate of Nannochloropsis sp. Was increased by 58% under the
cultivation of 15%v/v of CO2.

Zhao et al. (2015) [20] reported that capturing CO2 from flue gas using Nan-
nochloropsis oculata in a glass photo-bioreactor had suitable operating conditions com-
prising an initial CO2 concentration of 2–15% and NOx/SO2 of 0.02. The CO2 fixation
efficiencywas between 11–55%andCO2 consumption ratewas 564mg/L/day. The yield
was 300–490 mg/L/day and lipid productivity was 80–150 mg/L/day. The optimum pH
in the raceway pond was observed to be up to 10.

The low temperature of the culture medium is unfavorable for the Rubisco activity,
leading to a reduction in photosynthesis rate. In contrast, high temperature inhibits
microalgae rate and reduces CO2 solubility. The optimal growth temperatures for
mesophilic microalgae are 15–30 °C. However, thermophilic organisms are able to live
at 45–122 °C. The flue gas is usually emitted at 120 °C, so installing heat exchanger or
waste heat utilization becomes important.

Light Intensity and Illumination Cycle
Sunlight and artificial light are commonly employed in cultivation. The intensity depends
on its wavelength, cell density, bioreactor geometry, and light penetration distance. The
range of light wavelength for microalgae is 400–700 nm. Excessive light causes pho-
toinhibition so it will decrease microalgae productivity and too low of light intensity will
inhibit photosynthesis [30]. The light zone for suitable microalgae growth is depicted in
Fig. 2.
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Fig. 2. Effect of light intensity on microalgae growth

Mixing and Aeration
CO2 has low solubility in the medium, so the mass transfer from gas to liquid phases is
low. Mixing and aeration can be a solution to enhance the gas and liquid interface areas,
homogenize nutrients, prevent photo-oxidation, improve the distribution of light over
cells, control the pH, and strip off dissolved oxygen. Several mixing and aeration tech-
niques in microalgae cultivation are mechanical stirrings, gas injection through bubble
diffusers, and membrane-sparged devices (only for membrane photo-bioreactor).

3.2 Prospect of Membrane Integration in Photo-Bioreactor

The membrane for conventional CO2 capture should have high permeability for pure
CO2 gas in the range of 1100–2200 Barrer [A Barrer is a non-SI unit of gas permeability
through the membrane. One Barrer is 846 standard mL of gas passed through a mem-
brane with 1 mm thick and 1 cm2 area under 1 bar of differential pressure in 1 day], high
CO2/N2 selectivity as in polyaniline or polyvynil alcohol membrane, high thermal and
chemical resistance to avoid membrane destruction at above 100 °C; high plasticization
resistance to avoid membrane swelling at pressures as high as 10 atm; high aging resis-
tance to maintain separation performance; and cost-effective and cheaply manufactured
for upscaling under different membrane modules and arrangements.

Ionic liquids can be used to treat higher concentrations of CO2 in flue gas, because
of their high solubility [31]. Tang et al. (2005) [32] provided that CO2 adsorption in
polyionic liquids was up to 7 times greater than in ionic liquids. Other than that, Chen
et al. (2011) [33] have used an immobilized liquidmembrane (glycerol-based) to improve
membrane selectivity. As a result, the CO2/N2 separation factor at 0.5% of CO2 was
observed to be over 5000. However, brittleness and easily degraded at room temperature
are the main problem in polyionic liquid membranes.

Based on Yang et al. (2008) [34], polyethylene-imine showed excellent performance
at capturing CO2. It has branches of –NH2 functional groups which have the capability
of spreading the CO2 reaction in the polymer to allow high performance of capturing
process. Moreover, cellulose acetate and polyimide membranes are more commonly
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Fig. 3. a. Process flow diagram of lab-scale membrane integration in photo-bioreactor for CO2
capture b. Process flow diagram of industrial-scale membrane integration in photo-bioreactor for
CO2 capture

used in commercial CO2 separation. The permeability of CO2 across those membranes
is 10 and 13 Barrer, respectively.

For the integration of membrane in a photo-bioreactor, the membrane acts as CO2
separation agent as well as CO2 microbubbles generator or membrane diffuser [18]. A
membrane diffuser produces high gas mass transfer constant than other diffusers and
bubbling techniques. It can accelerate the mass transfer of CO2 into the culture medium,
reduce CO2 transport resistance, and enhance the CO2 dispersion in the medium. The
membrane material should tough, durable, easy to install, provide an acceptable CO2
concentration with maximum concentration, and has low fouling phenomenon. The
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proposed lab-scale and industrial-scale process flow diagrams for cultivating microalgae
in membrane photo-bioreactor are depicted in Fig. 3.

As a consequence of the low concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere which is
not sufficient for microalgae cultivation, appropriate and selective membrane material
for continuously capturing CO2 needs to be developed. From the previous description,
the polymeric membrane material containing N compounds is nominated to be cho-
sen. The CO2 capturing with hollow fiber membrane integrated with the cultivation of
Nannochloropsis sp. Gave excellent gas transfer, uniform mixing, and low hydrody-
namic stress [28]. Several studies of CO2 capture using microalgae in photo-bioreactor
and membrane photo-bioreactor are outlined in Table 5. It is seen that membrane photo-
bioreactor gave higher results compared to conventional photo-bioreactor. The integrated
membrane concept thus has a more promising prospect for CO2 capture.

Table 5. Distribution of the phylum Echinodermata at research stations

Photo-bioreactor
Types

Microalgae
Species

Result Specifications Value References

Airlift Botryococcus
braunii

CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

>1 Bilad et al., 2014;
Chang and Yang,
2003 [35, 36]Chlorella sp. 0.109–0.264

Chlorella vulgaris 0.28–0.89

Nannochloropsis
sp.

0.325–0.953

Flat Panel Chlorella sp. CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

0.65–1.08 Klinthong et al.,
2015; Chang and
Yang, 2003 [36, 37]

Dunaliella sp. 1.50–3.42

Nannochloropsis
sp.

0.225–0.270

PVDF Hollow Fiber
Membrane

Nannochloropsis
sp.

CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

0.2–150 Bilad et al., 2014;
Chen et al., 2011
[33, 35]Flux Recovery (%) 95

PVC Hollow Fiber
Membrane

Tetraselmis
suecica

CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

0.42–32.76

Flux Recovery (%) >98

PAN Flat Sheet
Membrane

Arthrospira
platensis

CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

4.5–10 Chen et al., 2011
[33]

Chlorella vulgaris 0.2–2

Cylindrotheca
fusiformis

Total Cell (106

cells/mL)
2–4 Bilad et al., 2014;

Zhao et al., 2015;
Chen et al., 2011
[33, 35]

PVDF Flat Sheet
Membrane

Scendesmus
quadricauda

CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

1–154.85 Zhao et al., 2015;
Bilad et al., 2014
[20, 35]Flux Recovery (%) >98

PES-PVP Flat Sheet
Membrane

Nannochloropsis
oculata

CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

1.49–2 Chen et al., 2011
[33]

(continued)
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Table 5. (continued)

Photo-bioreactor
Types

Microalgae
Species

Result Specifications Value References

PVDF Flat Sheet
Membrane

Phaeodactylum
tricornutum

CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

0.23

PTFE Flat Sheet
Membrane

Chlorella vulgaris CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

2.1 Bilad et al., 2014;
Chen et al., 2011;
Carvalho and
Malcata, 2001 [33,
35, 38]

PET-PVDF Flat
Sheet Membrane

1.2–1.4

Ceramic Flat Sheet
Membrane

Chaetoceros
calcitrans

CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

0.063 Bilad et al., 2014;
Chen et al., 2011
[33, 35]Nannochloropsis

gaditana
0.095

Phaeodactylum
tricornutum

0.075

PVDF Flat Sheet
Membrane +
Magnetically Induced
Membrane Vibration

Phaeodactylum
tricornutum

CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

0.25

Chlorella vulgaris

Hydrophilic PES
Hollow Fiber
Membrane

Chlorella vulgaris Total Cell (106

cells/mL)
1.2–2.0 Harun et al., 2012;

Bilad et al., 2014
[35, 39]

Scenedesmus
quadricauda

Scenedesmus
dimorphus

Hydrophilic PVC
Flat Sheet Membrane

Chlorella vulgaris CO2 Fixation Rate
(g/L/day)

0.5–2.5 Bilad et al., 2014
[35]

Membrane
Carbonation

Chlorella vulgaris Max CO2 Tolerance
(%)

1 Kumar et al., 2011;
Ferreira et al., 2013
[25, 40]

Nannochloropsis
sp.

1.5–10

Scendesmus
obliquus

100

Spirulina plantesis 2–15
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4 Conclusion

The perspective of CO2 capture usingmicroalgae bioreactor (photo-bioreactor) is attrac-
tive. By utilizing CO2 from flue gas, this kind of process can sweeten flue gas, minimize
the greenhouse effect, and lead to a sustainable environment. Besides the environmental
advantages, it has a potency for producing many valuable products such as bioethanol,
food & feed, biopolymer, bio-fertilizer, biogas, and biodiesel. The microalgae strain,
types of photo-bioreactors, nutrient composition, CO2 concentration, temperature, pH,
light intensity, illumination cycle, and the presence of toxic gas affect the capture per-
formance. This article also disclosed the potential of membrane integration with the
microalgae cultivation process, usually called membrane photo-bioreactor. It has advan-
tages comprising easy-to-install and generates microbubbles that provide excellent CO2
mass transfer distribution into the medium, resulting in a higher CO2 fixation rate. The
membrane should durable, resistant to alkaline and acidic conditions, and have low
fouling potential. Still, employing membranes coated with amine compounds improves
the performance of capturing process. Finally, the membrane integration in the photo-
bioreactor has the interesting prospect to obtain high productivity of microalgae as well
as remediate the environment.

Acknowledgement. No funding to declare and no potential conflicts of interest.

References

1. GhorbaniA,RahimpourHR,GhasemiY, et al. AReviewofCarbonCapture and Sequestration
in Iran: Microalgae Bio-Fixation Potential in Iran. Renew. Sustain. Energy Rev. 35, 73–100
(2014).

2. Restiawaty E, Bindar Y, Syukri K, et al. Production of acid-treated-biochar and its application
to remediate low concentrations of Al(III) and Ni(II) ions in the water contaminated with red
mud. . Biomass Convers. Biorefinery (2022).

3. Steven S, Hernowo P, Restiawaty E, et al. Thermodynamics Simulation Performance of Rice
Husk Combustion with a Realistic Decomposition Approach on the Devolatilization Stage.
Waste Biomass Valorization 13, 2735–2747 (2022).

4. Steven S, Restiawaty E, Pasymi P, B. Y. Revealing flow structure of air and rice husk in the
acrylic suspension furnace: simulation study and cold test experiment. Brazilian J. Chem.
Eng. (2022).

5. Hernowo P, Steven S, Restiawaty E, et al. Nature of mathematical model in lignocellulosic
biomass pyrolysis process kinetic using volatile state approach. J. Taiwan Inst. Chem. Eng.
139, 104520 (2022).

6. Ramli Y, Steven S, Restiawaty E, et al. Simulation Study of Bamboo Leaves Valorization to
Small-Scale Electricity and Bio-silica Using ASPEN PLUS. Bioenergy Res. (2022).

7. Stepan DJ, Shockey RE, Moe TA, D. R. CO2 Sequestering Using Microalgae System. AAD
Document Control, US. Dep. Technol. (2021).

8. Knospe B, W. L. Flue Gas Analysis in Industry, 2nd Edition: Practical Guide for Emission
and Process measurements. Testo (2004).

9. Clixoo. Capture of CO2 Emissions Using Algae: A Research Document by Oilgae. Chennai
60, 34 (2004).



Short Perspective on Membrane Integration in Microalgae Bioreactor 349

10. Incorporated, T. Combustion Analysis Basics: An Overview of Measurements, Methods, and
Calculations Used in Combustion Analysis. (2004).

11. Khan MI, Shin JH, K. J. The promising future of microalgae: Current status, challenges, and
optimization of a sustainable and renewable industry for biofuels, feed, and other products.
Microb. Cell Fact. 17, 1–21 (2018).

12. Harmelen VT, O. H. Microalgae Bio-Fixation Processes: Applications and Potential Contri-
butions to Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Options. TNO Built Environ. Geosci. (2006).

13. Sharmila K, Ramya S, B. P. Carbon Sequestration Using Microalgae-A Review. Int. J.
ChemTech Res. 9, 4128–4133 (2014).

14. Greenwell HC, Laurens LML, Shields RJ, et al. Placing Microalgae on the Biofuels Priority
List: A Review of the Technological Challenges. J. R. Soc. Interface 7, 703–726 (2010).

15. Wenten IG, Steven S, Dwiputra A, et al. From lab to full-scale ultrafiltration in microalgae
harvesting. J. Phys. Conf. Ser. 1, 012002 (2017).

16. Pittman JK, Dean AP, O. O. The potential of sustainable algal biofuel production using
wastewater resources. Bioresour. Technol. 1, 17–25 (2011).

17. Grima EM, Belarbi EH, Fernández FGA, et al. Recovery of microalgal biomass and
metabolites: process options and economics. Biotechnol. Adv. 7–8, 491–515 (2003).

18. Steven S, Friatnasary DL, Wardani AK, et al. High cell density submerged membrane photo-
bioreactor (SMPBR) for microalgae cultivation. IOP Conf. Ser. Earth Environ. Sci. 1, 12–34
(2022).

19. KhanMS, L.M.Optimization ofNaturalGas Liquefaction Process, In:Handbook ofResearch
on Advances and Applications in Refrigeration Systems and Technologies. IGI Glob. 27,
(2015).

20. Zhao B, Su Y, Zhang Y, C. G. CO2 Fixation and Biomass Production from Combustion Flue
Gas Using Energy Microalgae. Energy 89, 347–357 (2015).

21. Mata TM, Martins AA, C. N. Microalgae for Biodiesel Production and Other Applications:
A Review. Renew. Sustain. Energy Rev. 14, 217–232 (2010).

22. Radakovits R, Jinkerson RE, Darzins AL, P. M. Genetic Engineering of Algae for Enhanced
Biofuel Production. Eukaryot Cell 9, 486–501 (2009).

23. Aresta M, Dibenedetto A, B. G. Utilization of Macro-Algae for Enhanced CO2 Fixation and
Biofuels Production: Development of a Computing Software for an LCA Study. Fuel Process
Technol. 86, 1679–1693 (2005).

24. Sharma YC, Singh B, K. J. A Critical Review on Recent Methods Used For Economically
Viable and Eco-Friendly Development of Microalgae as A Potential Feedstock for Synthesis
of Biodiesel (Critical Review). Green Chem. J. 13, 2993–3006 (2011).

25. Kumar K, Dasgupta CN, Nayak B, et al. Development of Suitable Photo-bioreactors for CO2
SequestrationAddressingGlobalWarmingUsingGreenAlgae and Cyanobacteria.Bioresour.
Technol. 102, 4945–4953 (2011).

26. Clarens AF, Resurreccion EP, White MA, C. L. Environmental Life Cycle Comparison of
Algae to Other Bioenergy Feedstocks. Environ. Sci. Technol. 44, 1813–1819 (2010).

27. Fernandes BD, Mota A, Ferreira A, et al. Characterization of split cylinder airlift photobiore-
actors for efficient microalgae cultivation. Chem. Eng. Sci. 27, 445–454 (2014).

28. Carvalho, AP, Meireles, LA, Malcata, F. Microalgal Reactors: A Review of Enclosed System
Designs and Performances. Biotechnol. Prog. 22, 1490–1506 (2006).

29. Degen J, Uebele A, Retze A, et al. A novel airlift photobioreactor with baffles for improved
light utilization through the flashing light effect. J. Biotechnol. 92, 89–94 (2001).

30. Ogbonna CJ, T. H. Light Requirement and Photosynthetic Cell Cultivation–Development of
Processes for Efficient Light Utilization in Photo-Bioreactors. J. Appl. Phycol. 12, 2017–218
(2000).

31. Rahman MT, Fukuyama T, Kamata N, et al. Low pressure Pd-catalyzed carbonylation in an
ionic liquid using a multiphase microflowsystem. Chem. Commun. 21, 2236–2238 (2006).



350 S. Steven

32. Tang J, Tang H, Sun W, et al. Poly(ionic liquid)s as new materials for CO2 absorption. J.
Polym. Sci. Part A Polym. Chem. 43, 5477–5489 (2005).

33. Chen, CY, Yeh, KL, Aisyah, R, et al. Cultivation, Photo-Bioreactor Design, and Harvesting
of Microalgae for Biodiesel Production: A Critical Review. Bioresour. Technol. 102, 71–81
(2011).

34. Yang H, Xu Z, Fan M, et al. Progress in CO2 Separation and Capture: A Review. J. Environ.
Sci. 20, 14–27 (2008).

35. BiladMR, Arafat HA, V. I. Membrane Technology inMicroalgae Cultivation and Harvesting:
A Review. Biotechnol. Adv. 32, 1283–1300 (2014).

36. Chang, EH, Yang, S. Some Characteristics of Microalgae Isolated in Taiwan for Bio-Fixation
of CO2. Bot. Bull. Acad. Sin. 44, 43–52 (2003).

37. Klinthong W, Yang YH, Huang CH, T. C. A Review: Microalgae and Their Applications in
CO2 Capture and Renewable Energy. Aerosol Air Qual. Res. 15, 712–742 (2015).

38. Carvalho AP., M. F. Transfer of CO2 within Cultures of Microalgae: Plain Bubbling Versus
Hollow Fiber Modules. AICHE J. 1, 1–8 (2001).

39. Harun R, Singh M, Forde GM, D. M. Bioprocess Engineering of Microalgae to Produce A
Variety of Consumer Products. Renew. Sustain. Energy Rev. 14, 1037–1047 (2012).

40. Ferreira, AF, Ribeiro LA, Batista AP, et al. A Bio-Refinery from Nannochloropsis sp.
Microalgae-Energy, CO2 Emission, and Economic Analyses. Bioresour. Technol. 138,
235–244 (2013).

Open Access This chapter is licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/),
which permits any noncommercial use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any
medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source,
provide a link to the Creative Commons license and indicate if changes were made.

The images or other third party material in this chapter are included in the chapter’s Creative
Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not
included in the chapter’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by
statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from
the copyright holder.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

	Short Perspective on Membrane Integration in Microalgae Bioreactor for CO2 Capture
	1 Introduction
	2 Methods
	3 Results and Discussion
	3.1 Factors Affecting CO2 Capture Performance in Photo-bioreactor
	3.2 Prospect of Membrane Integration in Photo-Bioreactor

	4 Conclusion
	References




